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BRIDGET D AGWORTHY (NEE QUIGLEY)

Irish Orphan Girl ‘D c.1834 -1886
By AileenJ Trinder

Bridget QUIGLEY was born ¢.1834 at or near Boy&ther inRoscommon oon the Sligoside

of the county border! She was the daughter of PatriclkQUIGLEY , Farmer, and Ann(nee
TIERNEY ).2Many families in Ireland were devastated by thailure in the early 18409f the
potato cropscaused by a disease known as late blight. A third of the population in Ireland
was entirely dependent on the potato for foahd the resultingfamine causethe deaths of
parents and their children anamany surviving children wereorphaned. When Bridget left
Ireland in 1850 aged 1&s one othe Irish orphan girls who were receiving assisted passages
to New South Wales, her father was already desed and, apparently, her motheknne had
thenmarried a ThomadREYNOLDS possibly priorto 1846B r i d g e t GAsne, imeal givere r
birth to another girl, Ellen, born aboutl846, four years before Bridget emigrated. Bridget
arrived in Sydney on theTippoo Saibon 29July 1850 departing from Plymouth on 8 April
this ship being the last to carry the Irish orphan girls to New South Wales

In a newspaper report on the arrival of th&ippoo Saibat Plymouth from Liverpool, the
ship was described as a splendiaip of 1,000 tons andotedthat this magnificent ship was
under charter to Her Maj estyds C O [T ol Aoy Pl ol
Emigration Commissioers. The master was Captain Mayhews .7 3y ey

and the ship was tatonvey 300 female Irish orphans, angag: m‘w:”"
about 30 married couples to Syayd The article gave a ”"“““"’.«ﬁ»‘“”:‘-"“’“""
description of the shipbs
St J amdrdperted thati t was Onot ot
vessel i's seen i n tlhweent\drets

- W ;
state t.hat t_h.e orphans assembled at the Dgpot, preus to %mmwm e
the ship sailing and that the surgeon superintendent was [ mmﬂimm‘&m“f’:‘“‘ Thol

Church, 06a gentleman of g (GBS BTk b choriths

. . . . most entire Eatisfaction ;, there 5 evexy reason to antici-
emigration d a most able off_|cer, ar_1d onf-:- who has glven th e;mggﬁﬁ“m?ﬁnﬁ
Government the most entire satisfaction; there is everjytion Commisioer. "he “Suanar 25 tons
reason to afticipate a successful voyage under such a
medi cal S u p & Whem the shipeanrivad @as
reported in the Sydney newspaper, it was stated thdie
master was Captain Morpheand that it left Plymouth on 8 April with 220 Irish orphans, 17
men, 3 boyg and 7 girls* A letter to the Colonial Secretary from the Agent for Immigration
notes the Mastero6ssThamel ast &r dMbsphewt e
suited for the conveyance of emigrants to this Colony if the stern ports were entheyel she
was so fitted as to afford a free current of air between decks fore and Hfalso included
other improvements which could be made and made favourable comments on many othe

fittings and some were recommended being provided on apslearrying unmarried females.

11 April 1850
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The Immigration Agent also stated that the Surgeon Superintendent, W. Francis H. Church, k
performed his duties with great efficiency but the Agent was dissatisfied that the Surgeon @
Superintendent had commended the conduct of the Mastes he had heard from other t/l
statements that the Surgeon Swgrintendert had found it necessary to keep a close watch on k
the Captain to prevent him seducing one of the female orphans; a seduction tha
Ssubsequently occurr ed ayoungwomanhweas asiled sprdastofa '
Mr McCullochof Sydney Mr Merewether, the Agent, took the matter to the Magistrates in

Petty Sessions andhad a Summons issued against Mr Morphewder the Master and @
Servants Actbut the Captain went to sea immediatelgfter the Summons was served on him t—/-\)
so no further actioncould be takenn-Thi s shi p di dnodt depar |k
immediately though as, lefore returning to England, be Tippoo Saibsailed around to .C/-\)
Shar k 0 WeReanyAustratiaarriving there on24 October 1850 aniloaded a cargo of \—/)
guano from Egg Island This cargowas reported to be of superior qualitgbounding in K/
ammoniaand was highly prizeddespite the governor fothe colony of Western Australia Q
char gi n §[£2]peetom fodaZicense to ship the guans @
Mr Merewether also advised the Colonial Secretary that the Surgeon Superintendent ha !
reported that the 06single females were L/A
part of the passage he experienced the greatedidifty in getting them to keep themselves &‘)
or their apdrhtemeSnutr gelomanStu.per i ntendent 0s

<

A
attitude of the colonists who were opposed to the provision of assisted passages for a @

young women from the workhouses as thealid not consider that they made suitable
servants. These girls had travelled by the most rudimentary transport frommainly
workhouses indifferent localities around Ireland, many of them country districts, to
Plymouth and then been housed at the Immigrain Depot there until they boarded the
ship. One can wonder how these young women coped with the conditions on board the sh
and whether they, like so many others, suffered from seasickness when the voyage firs
commenced.The Surgeon Superintendent alskeported that the principal disease was
hysteria!

A

Accordingto the shippingarrival records, Bridgess native place was Claire Meath and her
mother was noted as still living there while her father, Patrick, was decegsdthough this
native place appear$o be inaccurate judging by later recordsBridget could neither read
nor write, her occupation was a house servaamd her religion was Roman Catholidhe
shipping records state that she had no relations in the Colér Merewether, the Agent for
Immi gration in his |etter to the Coloni al
report, 170 of the girlsscarcely knew her alphabet and, of the remaining 130, only 22 could
read welg®
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from Ardcarney [Ardcarn] Roscommon whose parents were Jarif@&rRNAN and Margaret
(nee ConNLON) who were both deceased by 1880According to some of Winifred s
descendants, the family legenslas thatBridget and Winifred were cosins and Winifred was
only permitted to emigrate if Bridget accompanied hewinifred married David MASTERS On
7 June 1853 at Bolwarra NSW! They have many descendants.

No recordhasyet been foundofthes ght year s
24, she married GeorgeAGWORTHY, 27, Labourer, on

15 November 1858 at St Marys RC Cathedral i
Sydney12 Bridget was a housekeeper at the time ang
living in George Streeaind Georgeavas living in King

~

Street.Br i dget 6s nat i v3igopnherg
marriage. The witnesses to the marriage were Jam ‘

BRoPHY andELLEN QUIGLEY although no relationship

between this Ellen and Bridget has yet bedaund.!3 !

Bridget and the two witnesses signed with their mark: g, v cathedral in early 18605
George Dagworthy aged5, Farm Labourer, arrived in Sydney as an assisted immigrant on

the Lady Annon 29 September 1854ust over four years beforé* A report by the Agent for
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St Marybés Cathedr al Parish Register: Mar ri

| mmi gration to the Colonial Secretary
excessivelyine bodyof people more particularly the married portion of them, and as a whole
they may perhaps be taken as the finest body of Emigrants who have ever yet arrived in one
veslgel 0

Georgewas baptised on 13 September 1829 at Bridford Devon and his religion wafsE16
He was the third child of Jame®agworthy, Labourer, and Ann (ne®AILEY ). His mother,
Ann, died and she wasuried on28 October 1834 not long after the birth and death of

J = 7 ] Geor ge ds s i yolngestgon,daohm, who tvas i

)| | baptised on 23 Septeber and buried on 28 September
1834. Gathery Jgnee$,remarriedon 25 August
1846 to ElizabethBowbEN and another son, Joseph,
was born on 15 Septembdi849.

Shortly after the marriageof George and Bridgetthey
moved to Jinglemoney, Braidwood. iliglemoney was
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the property then owned by DuncarMACKELLAR and where George must have obtained
employment. It was there that Mary Ann, the first child of Bridget and George, was born on
2 October 1859’Her name was registeredtiasd ats
Catholic Church at Braidwood on 20 November 1859 as Mary Aamd her godparents were
James and HannalBRALIN of Jembaicumbengs

The Macarthur family had interests irthe Braidwood district which mightexplainwhy the
young family then moved to Camden Park, the Macarthur property where George
apparently obtainedemployment.The rest of thér children were born | e
thered Jane on 28 January 1861, twins Kate and Ellen on 8 Decemb e
1862 James on 28 September 1867 and John on 20 Novemb&d 18
Sadly,the dldesttwin Kat e di ed on 5 Janual
was buried on 6 January 1863 in the Roman Catholic burying groun
near Camden by her father, George, with Jol8tuLLy and Thomas
REEDY as witnesse&’Both of these witnesses were froCamden Park |
with John Scully being a leaseholder and Thomas Reedy became | |
gardens and orchards manager. Thomaad migrated from Ireland in "
1852 aml his wife was Anr(nee Quigley.21 Three of these Dagworthy = Modern Map showing
Camden, Camden Park &
childrenwerédb apt i sed at SGhurdhatCamilen; J&he ‘Menangle
on 12 February 1861 and her godparents were JAQuIGLEY and Mary Luck, Ellen on 8
February 1863with godparents SimonCarRey and Bridget DwYER, and James on 3
November 1867 and his godparents were Hu@uIGLEY and Kate FLAHERTY .22 Any
relationship between John and Hugh Quigley and BridgBagworthy (nee Quigley) has not,
as yet, been found.

Georgeds occupation was noted as

he was listed as a dairymaat Camden Parkn SandsCommerciaPostalDirectory23and, in
July 1885, as a farmer at Menanglenen he and Bridget purchased property at Canpewn
Sydney.24

A few years after the death offtte eldesttwin and prior to the birth of their first son while
still residentin the Camaen Park area, Bridget sponsored ¢passage of Ellen Reynolds, 20,
Servant, then living at Coolony Co Sligo Irelangayingthe deposit of £4 to the CPS Camden
on31August186%E|l | ends referee was Jos é&jlendrivedi n
on the Peerles®n 6 June 1866aving sailed from Liverpool on 27 FebruaryOn arrival,
Ellen was still aged20, her native placewasnoted as Bloomfield Co. Sligo Ireland and her
parents as Thomas and Anne Reynolds of Ballintoule P.O. Co. Slgfewas R.C. ad could
neither read nor write. Bridget Dagworthy is noted as her sistiving at Camden Park,
Camden, Sydney® Ten years later, a 2 August 1876, EllerReynolds then stated as aged
25, married ThomafRusseLL, 27, who was born in England, at the RC Chuinoof St Joseph,
Wool |l ahr a. Thomasd occupation was noted
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Russel| printer, and Annie PATFORD. EIl ends
and Anne Tierney2’
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St Joseph's RC Church Woollahra Parsh Register: Marriage of Ellen Reynolds to Thomas Russell

On 1 July 1885, Bridget and George puraked two adjoining properties at Nos. 50 and 52
College [renamed Englisim 1913 StreetCamperdown andhe family

moved into No. 528 N0. 50 /2000 ppy jpiize
wastenanted for some years —]
4 until after their daughter,
| Ellen, married (Theproperty

is locatedon what is nowthe

4 Royal PrinceAlfred Hospital .
property. The houses were (ollege = 5

e -5 /] renumbered at least once
Map showing College St and PA Hospital  when the street was renamednd a comparison
between an 1889 map and a 1970 map would place Nos. 50 aifiddd? 27 and 28]College
Street approximately at Nos. 44 and 45 Englishrget.29) At the time the family moved to
Camperdown from the Menangle/Camden ay#ae surviving children were age@5, 24, 23,
17 and 10.

Less than a year later, Bridget, aged 58jed at 52 Collegé&treet on 17 May 1886 of a
cerebral effusion and was bied on 19 Mayin the Catholic sectiorat the Necropolis30 At the
time of her death, Bridget had £106 in the Savings Bank of NSW and £50 in the Cencmal
Bank Camden. She died intestate and George was able to claim the monies stating in
Affidavitthat t he sums ©6éin reality belong to
transacting my business and managing our affairs and | allowed her to open accounts in h
own n8wmedhis time, George is descri PBed

The following few yearssawsome of the children marry buthere were alsonany deaths in
the family.

When she was 29, Janthe second eldest daughtemarried JohnGRIFFIN , 34, Labourerof
Granville (b. Ireland and son of Thomas Griffin, Labourer, and Nona ER&N ) on 1 May
1889 at St Maryods 2R6eCai hedsalkesSweney.Ja
James and EllenNot long after their marriage, they moved to Gborne New Zealand where
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their four children, Mary (b. 13 Mar 1890 at Whataupoko, Povey Bay), Thomas (b. c.Sep
1891 d. 20 Mar 1892 at Gisborndames(b. 21 Sep 1892 at Whataupoko, Poverty Baghd
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St Mar y 6s ydrey Harsk Regidter: Blarriage of Jane Dagworthy to John Griffin
GeorgeDagworthy (b. 27 Sep 1893 at Whataupokpojvere born33

About late 1897, they moved to North Fremantle, Western Australihere they remained
until Janeds defahthlsis[pumon2ry tdiberoulodisfaOThompson Road
North Fremantle. She was buried at the ROJ
Cemetery Fremantlen 3January and one of the | £=

witnesses to the burial was a William Griffin.| 4

John then took their three children back to

Whataupoko  Gisborne  New Zealand

Subsequently, earlyi n 1910, Joh

Jane Dagworthy  remains disinterred and reburieat the Makaraka ;

Cemetery Gisbornen New Zealand®**J a n e 6 s  bohnsTboeas Jo& Jane riin
Griffin, died on 14 September 1937 aged 8@lasburied in the same & family
cemetery with Jane3s

May 1890 of phthisis and was buried in the RC pimn of the Necropolis on _
24 May 189¢Mar yo6s death notice in t h el
as well as that obeingGe or ge 6 s b el o v dymhgoe 22dVays *
an additionalnot i ce of his | ate wifeds
years before the death of this daughter.

The younge son, John, became a messenger at the Department of Land i
Sydney when he left school. He died aged 22 of phthisis on 13 July 189° azg‘é‘ggzg
their home, 52 College Street, Camperdown. He was buried on 15 Judy 1 Rookwood Cemetery

eI Wde at the Roman Catholic Cemetery Rookwodd.

Prior to the deaths of his daughters Jane and Ellen, George Dagworthy died on
13 May 1900 of phthisis and is buried in the RC Cemetery at Rookw&dy

his Will dated 24 July 1899, he bequeathed £200 sterlimghtis daughter, Jane
Griffin, wife of John Griffin,

control or interference of her present or any future husband and her receipt

(] N
x § nf s

College Sy

52 [pt Lot .
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alone shall be a sufficient donsanes
Dagworthy; and A100 sterling to hi
separ at e us ¢pérbof Let® ColleyeoStreeSCamperdown was le
to his son, James Dagworthy and No. JQot 28 and part of Lot 27 College
Street Camperdan was left to his daughter, Ellen Cannane, wife of Jame
Cannane. The value of his real and personal estate chargeable with duty was

sworn at £839/8/G? S0[Lot 2§

On 7 June 1899, when she was actually 36 but gave her age as 31, Elserned James
CANNANE, 28 born Rainbow Reach NSWthe son oflrish parents, Patrick Cannane and
Mary f orHmnearANYNn e@&HADGHNESSY)at St Pat r i cSkddey R (

St Patrick’'s RC Church Sydney Parish Register: Marriage of Ellen Dagworthy 6 James Cannane

Their children were: Mary Bridget(19/03/190a17/05/1901); John Joseph (28/03/1901
02/03/1986)m. 1. Sade FlorenceROGERS 2. Josephine
Dulcie RowsELL; Kathleen Agnes (12/05/196P4/10/1967)
m. William Albert WiLLIAMSON ; Dorothy Josephine
(23/04/190430/08/1995) m. MichaeDunNE. All of the
i!: i : children were born at 50 College Street Camperdcava ,
were baptized a t St Josephods P Ellen Dagwdrthyc h
Missenden Road Camperdown and are recorded in the
Parish Register as Maria BirgittaCannane John JosephiCannane Catharina Agnesinane
and Dorothy Josephine€CannaneMary Bridget was baptized on 25 March 1900 only sixyda
after her birth and John Dagworthy was recorded as one ¢*
the godparents for Mary bu
deceased by 25 March 1900 and this godparent was proba
El'l ends br ohnlasephwasbaptaedon 13 April
1901 and hisgod par ent s were Patr
father) and Mary Griffin
brother-in-law, John Griffin) although the parents and| = = e
godparents names have been reversed in the parish regisiertate.Re Church Sydne
which shows the parents as the godparenk&ath leen Agnes was baptized on 1 June 1902
and ame ofhergodparents was GuilielmsiKinane William Cannang, J aehdesthrdther.
Dorothy Josephine was baptized on 8 May 1904 and gedparents were James Dagworthy
and Mary Ann Saul.

L
James Cannane




